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appoint and charge a committee with developing a plan to commit State Bar resources to approve 
technology. Miller stated that lawyers need particular technology in their practice to become more 
efficient, effective and competitive in serving the public. Chair Keltner indicated that such a plan may be 
very expensive and perhaps could be undertaken with another provider, thus eliminating risk to the State 
Bar. Section Representative to the Board Scott Sheehan interjected that the challenge exists in trying to 
protect attorneys - so they would get hired to do the work ( e.g., limiting certain software, technical 
advancements/information to attorneys) - and providing information for the public. 

B. Commission for Lawyer Discipline 

1) General Report 

Commission Chair David Evans reported that: (1) the Supreme Court has signed an Order reappointing 
Lon Carpenter and appointing former Board Director Cynthia Cabaza as public members on the 
Commission; (2) the Commission had met jointly with the Board's Dis~ipinary/Disability System 
Oversight Committee to discuss administrative matters; (3) a complete review of the grievance process 
would be undertaken (including Commission, Board and Supreme Court oversight committees) and a 
preliminary draft of the report would be presented by the June 2000 Board meeting. 

2) Pending Litigation 

(Closed Session) 

As authorized by Texas Government Code, Section 551.071, the Board met in closed session for the 
purpose of discussing pending litigation, to discuss litigation brought by plaintiff Jack Swisher against the 
State Bar and various entities, including: 1999-0178, 1999-02661, 1999-2662, 1999-15727, 1999-15728, 
1999-23000, 1999-26098, 1999-26730, 1999-26731, 1999-27029, 1999-27041, 1999-27042, 1999-27170, 
1999-27171, 1999-28289, 1999-25929, 1999-29530 in district courts in Harris County, and H-98-0431 in 
federal court in Houston. 

(Open Session) 

Upon return to open session, Chair Keltner announced that during the closed session only potential or 
pending litigation pursuant to Texas Government Code, Section 551.071 was discussed. No action was 
taken in closed session and no matters that are covered by Section 6.05 of the Texas Disciplinary Rules 
were discussed. 

C. Texas Young Lawyers Association 

TYLA President Raymond Thomas reported on the various awards presented by the ABA to the TYLA 
and also about the many activities currently underway, including the colonia assistance and speciality 
license plate projects. 

D. Supreme Court Liaison 

Justice Craig T. Enoch reported that key executive salaries relative to the judicial salaries was not an issue 
with Supreme Court justices; however, the issue could be used politically to spark criticism of Bar 
management. 
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Justice Enoch also reported that the Court had asked the UPL Committee to review the multi-disciplinary 
issue, and while the Court does not have a position, it is concerned with the issues that are encapsulated 
in the ABA's report about one-stop shopping. The task force is charged with making recommendation on 
what should be done about the issues involved. 

E. Federal Judicial Liaison 

Judge Sparks' comments included dire concern about the disciplinary system expenditures and lack of 
results, which may affect the outcome of the integrated Bar during the next Sunset review. 

F. Judicial Section Liaison 

Chief Justice Marilyn Aboussie reminded the members about the Judicial Conference scheduled in Austin, 
September 26 - 29, and indicated that the Judicial Section had recently changed the terms of its liaison to 
the Board to coincide with that of the Board - from June to June annual meet~ngs. 

G. Out-of-State Lawyer Liaison 

MG Walt Huffman reported that in response to his survey, out-of-state lawyers expressed difficulty in 
obtaining the required CLE credits and a feeling of isolation. Huffman encouraged President Aycock and 
Immediate Past President Richard Pena to visit Washington, DC to visit with the out-of-state attorneys; 
and cautioned the Board to provide a vote for the out-of-state representative during the next Sunset process. 

H. Section Representatives to the Board Committee 

Section Representatives to the Board Committee members Richard Orsinger (Appellate Law), Renato 
Santos (Hispanic Issues), and Scott Sheehan (Business Law) attended the meeting. Sheehan broached the 
subject of multi-disciplinary practice and also reminded the Board that the sections are voluntary 
memberships formed primarily for CLE and practice development. At the request of the Council of Chairs 
Committee members, Sheehan stressed the need for Board advisors to attend section meetings. 

Chair Keltner indicated that a report would be published quarterly to show Board section advisors' 
attendance habits and that a review of Board policy would be made to determine possible recommendations 
regarding section advisor-related absences and continuation as Board member. Scott Rozzell expressed 
concern that sections have scheduled meetings in conflict with Board meetings, and requested 
consideration in that regard. Concern also was expressed about the lack of meeting notices being sent by 
some sections to the advisors. 

I. Immediate Past President 

Immediate Past President Richard Pena gave a brief report about the initiative begun last year to restore 
public trust and confidence in the legal profession, and which - at President Aycock's request - he was 
spearheading again this year. The media response teams are being formed and volunteers from small cities 
are needed, as well as public members from larger cities. Keep Justice Alive Week is scheduled for 
November 15 and 19th. Pena also encouraged the Bar's participation in extending the Michael Black radio 
talk show nationwide. 
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There being no further business or remarks from the public, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Resolved l7y the members of the Sexual Orientation and Gender Identification Issues Section 
of the State Bar of Texas, 

SECTION 1. The bylaws of this section are amended to read as follows: 

BYLAWS OF THE SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER 
IDENTIFICATION ISSUES SECTION OF THE ST ATE BAR OF TEXAS 

ARTICLE I 

Name and Purpose 

Section Ll. This section shall be known as the Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identification Issues Section of the State Bar of Texas. 

Section L2. The purpose of [tlm] the section is to: 

( 1) promote the study of gay, lesbian, bisexual, [ trmgendered] trans~endered, and HIV 
law; 

(2) study and report on laws, decisions, and governmental regulations as they may 
affect the rights, responsibilities, and needs of gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 
[trangendered] trans~endered identified people, as well as persons who are living 
with HIV; 

(3) provide a common meeting ground and forum for members of the profession 
interested in the legal problems of people who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual ... 
[and trangendered] or trans~endered, as well as people who are living with HIV; 
and 

(4) take action regarding these matters, subject to [the] these bylaws [of this seetion] 
and the laws, rules, and regulations of the State of Texas. 

Section L3. No positions may be taken by the section or its membership in the name of 
the section that advocates or advances a political or social policy position. 

ARTICLE II 
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Membership 

Section 2.,.1. Each member [of the section] must pay [to the treasurer of the section] 
annual dues of $10.00. Each associate member who is also a member of the Law School Division 
of the State Bar of Texas must pay annual dues of $5 .00. Each associate member who is not also 
a member of the Law Student Division of the State Bar of Texas must pay annual dues of $10.00. 

Section 2.2. Any member of the State Bar of Texas [upon request to the secretary of the 
section and upon].....Q.Il payment [to the treasurer of dttes for] .Qf the current year's dues, shall be 
enrolled as a member of this section; thereafter, dues must be paid in advance each year 
[beginning on July I]. 

Section 2. 3 Any member of the Law Student Division of the State Bar of Texas or other 
person interested in the work of the section. on payment of the current year's dues, shall be 
enrolled as an associate member: thereafter, dues must be paid in advance each year. The words 
"member" and "membership," as used in these bylaws, do not include associate members unless 
otherwise specified. For ~ood cause, the council may revoke the membership of an associate 
member who is not also a member of the Law Student Division of the State Bar of Texas. An 
associate member may not vote or serve as an officer, member of the council. or committee 
member. 

Section [37] 2.4. Any member or associate member [of this section] whose annual dues 
are more than six months past due ceases to be a member or associate member [of this section]. 
Enrolled members whose dues have been paid pursuant to section 2.2 constitute the membership 
of [tlm] the section. 

ARTICLE ill 

Officers 

Section 1..1. The officers [of this section are as foHows.] are the chair[-;-] ... vice-chair[-;-] ... 
secretary[-;-] ... and treasurer. The initial officers [of this section] shall be: 

Chair 
Vice-Chair 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Mitchell Katine 
Anne M. Pike 
Charles A. Spain, Jr. 
William R. Thompson II 

Section 1,_2. There shall be a council which shall consist of the chair, vice-chair, 
secretary, treasurer, and all former chairs, all of whom are ex officio members, together with four 
other members to be elected by the section as provided in these bylaws. 

Section 1,_3. The chair, vice-chair, secretary, and treasurer [mttst] shall be [nominated 
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and] elected at each annual meeting of [thi!] ~ section, to hold office for a term beginning at the 
close of the annual meeting at which they were elected and ending at the close of the next annual 
meeting [of the seetion], or until their successors have been elected and qualified. 

Section ,l.4. At the organizational meeting of the section, or if none is held, then at the 
first annual meeting [of the seetion], two members of the council shall be nominated and elected 
to serve for one year, and two for two years eyear,: as herein used, [meaning] means a term 
beginning at the close of the annual meeting at which the members of the council were elected and 
ending at the close of the first or second annual meeting [of this seetion], respectively), or until 
their successors have been elected and qualified. Thereafter, [upon] Qil the expiration of each of 
these initial terms, two members of the council shall be elected at each annual meeting [of-the 
seetion] for terms of two years beginning at the close of the annual meeting at which they were 
elected and ending at the close of the second succeeding annual meeting [of the section], or until 
their successors have been elected and qualified. 

Section ,l.5. If any officer or [ elceted] member of the council fails to attend three 
successive meetings of the council, the [offiee] position held by that officer or member of the 
council is automatically vacated unless the council determines by a record vote that i:ood cause 
exists for one or more of the absences[, mlti the L. The council shall fill the vacancy for the 
unexpired term pursuant to [article VI,] section 2.:,3 [of these bylaws]. 

ARTICLE IV 

Nomination and Election of Officers and Members of the Council 

Section 4.1. Nominations. Before each annual meeting [of the seetion], the chair shall 
appoint a nominating committee of three members [of the section]. That nominating committee 
shall make and report nominations to the section for the offices of the chair, vice-chair, secretary, 
treasurer, and members of the council. Other nominations for the same [offiee] positions may be 
made from the floor. 

Section 4.2. Elections. All elections must be by written ballot unless otherwise ordered 
by a resolution duly adopted by the section at the annual meeting at which the election is held. 

Section 4.3. Whenever a vacancy occurs in the first year of the two-year term of a 
member of the council. there shall be an election to fill the unexpired term at the next annual 
meetin~. rei:ardless of whether the council acts to fill the vacancy pursuant to section 6.3. 

ARTICLE V 

Duties of Officers 

Section ~l. Chair. The chair shall: (1) preside at all meetings of the section and of the 
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council; (2) formulate and present at the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas a report of the 
work of the section for the past year; and (3) perform other duties customary for the chair. 

Section i,.2. Vice-chair. [Bpon] Qn the death, resignation, or during the disability of the 
chair, or [upon] on the chair's refusal to act, the vice-chair shall perform the duties of the chair 
for the remainder of the chair's term except in case of the chair's disability and then only so long 
as the disability continues. 

Section i,.3. Secretary. The secretary is the custodian of all books, papers, documents, 
and other property of the section. The secretary shall keep a true record of the proceedings of all 
meetings of the section and the council, whether assembled or acting under submission. The 
chair, vice-chair, and secretary shall prepare a summary or digest of the proceedings of the section 
at its annual meeting. In conjunction with the chair and the vice-chair, the secretary, as authorized 
by the council, shall attend generally to the business of the section. 

Section i,.4. Treasurer. The treasurer is the custodian of all financial [boob, papers,] 
documents[;] and funds of the section. The treasurer shall deposit the funds of the section in a 
separate account in any bank to be selected by the council, generally in the city where the treasurer 
resides, and shall make disbursements from funds as directed and authorized by the council on 
checks signed by the treasurer or either the chair or vice-chair. The treasurer shall keep an 
accurate record of all funds appropriated to and expended for the use of the section. The treasurer 
shall submit to the State Bar of Texas accounting department on a monthly basis all [bank 
statements, along with aH emeeHed eheeb and deposit slips and the cheek register] documents the 
State Bar of Texas requires to be submitted. 

ARTICLE VI 

Duties and Powers of the Council 

Section 6 .1. The council shall have general supervision and control of the affairs of the 
section subject to the rules governing the State Bar of Texas and [the] these bylaws [of this 
section]. The council shall authorize all commitments or contracts which require the payment of 
money and shall authorize the expenditure of all funds. 

Section 6.2. The chair may appoint committees composed of [section] members to 
perform duties and exercise various tasks as the chair may direct, subject to the limitations of these 
bylaws and rules governing the State Bar of Texas. 

Section 2.:_3. The council, during the interim between annual meetings [of the section], 
may fill vacancies in its own membership or in the offices of vice-chair, secretary ... and treasurer, 
or, in the event of a vacancy in both the office of chair and vice-chair, then in the office of chair. 
Members of the council and officers so selected serve until the close of the next annual meeting 
[ of the section], or until their successors have been elected and qualified. 
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Section .6...4. Members of the council, when [personaHy] physically present m: 
participatin2 by telephone at meetings of the council, shall vote in person, but when absent may 
communicate their vote regarding any proposition to the secretary in writing and have the vote 
counted with the same effect as if cast personally at the meeting. 

Section .6.._5. The chair [of the section] may, and [ttp0n] on the request of any member 
of the council shall, submit or cause to be submitted in writing to each of the members of the 
council any proposition [ttp0n] .on which the council may be authorized to act. The members of 
the council may vote regarding that proposition by communicating their vote to the secretary in 
writing over their respective signatures. The secretary shall record the vote of each member of 
the council and keep on file the written and signed votes. A vote conducted under this section [of 
these by laws] constitutes the vote of the council the same as if the vote was conducted under 
[article VI,] section .6...4 [of these bylaws]. 

Section 6.6. Meetinfis of the council may be called by the chair at a time and place 
determined by the chair. 

Section 6. 7. A majority of the members of the council. excludin2 past chairs. constitutes 
a quorum for the transaction of business. In all other matters. past chairs present at a meetin2 of 
the council shall have a vote. 

Section [ 6:-] ti_ The initial [eouneil members] members of the council shall be: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

Mitchell Katine 
Anne M. Pike 
Charles A. Spain, Jr. 
William R. Thompson II 

ARTICLE VII 

Section Meetinfis 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

Suzanne Bryant 
Matthew P. Eastus 
Martha A. Fitzwater 
Connie Moore 

Section 7 .1. The annual meeting of the section must be held during the annual meeting 
of the State Bar of Texas, in the same city as the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas, with 
the program and order of business as may be arranged by the chair. 

Section 7 .2. Special meetings of the section may be called by the chair at a time and place 
determined by the chair. 

Section 7.3. The members [of the section] present at any meeting constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. 

Section L.4. A binding action of the section requires a majority vote of the members 
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present and voting. 

Section 7 .5. Any recommendation or declaration of the section regarding existing or 
proposed legislation, or regarding proposed governmental regulations or administration, in order 
to constitute the action of the section, must first be approved by two-thirds of the members of the 
council and then be approved by a majority of the members of the section present and voting; 
provided that the action must be submitted for approval to the board of directors of the State Bar 
of Texas. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Miscellaneous Provisions 

Section a.,_1 . The fiscal and membership year of the section is the same as that of the State 
Bar of Texas. 

Section a.,_2. No salary or compensation may be paid to any officer or member [of-t:lm 
section] of the council [except that actual expenses of the section's officers ma:y be reimbursed if 
appro v cd by the council]. The council may approve a request for reimbursement for actual 
expenses submitted by any member or associate member, includin~ an officer or member of the 
council. 

Section a.,_3_ The jurisdiction of [this] the section is not in substantial conflict, nor 
substantial overlap, with the jurisdiction of any other section, standing committee, or special 
committee of the State Bar of Texas. 

Section 8..,4. The section will not act as a political or social advocacy group and shall 
comply with all State Bar of Texas policies and the State Bar Act, and within the guidelines of 
Keller-Gibson case law. 

ARTICLE IX 

Amendments 

Section 9 .1. These bylaws may be amended at any annual meeting [ of the section] by a 
majority vote of the members [of the section] present and voting, provided each proposed 
amendment must have been approved by two-thirds of the members of the council. No amendment 
may become effective until approved by the board of directors of the State Bar of Texas. 

SECTION 2. Additions to the bylaws are indicated by underlinin~, or in the case of article 
headings, by double underlining . Deletions are indicated by [bracketing and striking out]. 
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Adopted on the 12th day of June, 1998, by a vote of 8 to 0. 

Isl Anne M. Pike 
Vice-Chair 

June 17, 1998 
Date 

Isl Charles Spain 
Secretary 

16 June 98 
Date 

Amended on the 11th day of June, 1999, by a unanimous vote. 
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Isl Charles Spain 
Chair 

17 June 99 
Date 

Isl John Adcock 
Secretary 

June 17, 1999 
Date 




